CHAPTER II
THE MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER
IN primitive society a most important function of magic is
its use to control the weather for the good of the tribe by
causing the rain to fall, the sun to shine, and the wind to
blow in due season. On the proper discharge of this function
it is believed that the prosperity and indeed the existence of
the tribe is absolutely dependent. Accordingly the magicians
who profess to discharge the office of weather-makers are
extremely important personages, and sometimes, especially
in Africa, they rise to the position of head-men or chiefs of
the tribe. In any case, at this stage of development they are
no longer private practitioners of magic, but public function-
aries to whom the whole tribe looks for maintaining the food
supply, and who may pay with their lives for any failure to
exercise their craft to the satisfaction of the people. Else-
where I have dealt at some length with the magical control
of the weather : a here I must content myself with adducing
some fresh evidence on the subject, beginning with the magical
control of rain.
In San Cristoval, one of the Solomon Islands, " to get
rain, fine weather, wind, calm, and so on, it is common to use
sympathetic magic. Thus to get rain water is poured into a
teteu, ' half of a coconut shell,' a charm is said, and the teteu
is lifted up towards the sky ; or a coconut frond is taken and
bent over to form an arch representing the whole sky clouded
over, and then when you wish to stop the rain the frond is
broken. So to get sunshiny weather take a fan and say a
charm and wave the fan about, sweeping away the clouds, or
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